ings now being endured by the British towns were
the direct consequence ofcthe Churchill crimes9.
The writer deals below with the question whether
it was in truth the desire to spare civil populations
which made Hitler hesitate to begin night-bombing.
Another and more compelling motive is to be sought
in the Fuhrer's warped mentality and is comparable
to that which, in all probability, lay behind some of
his bold strokes in this war: the attack on Norway in
Aprila for instance. It is known that the Altmark inci-
dent of February, when the Royal Navy rescued
British subjects from the prison-ship in Norwegian
waters, roused him to a pitch of fury which was un-
equalled even in his intimates5 experience. He felt
that it was an unforgivable outrage that his authority
should be flouted in such a fashion almost on his own
door-step. He would make it impossible for Nor-
way's neutrality to be abused by the accursed Eng-
lish ever again. So Norway was invaded and occu-
pied and the overwhelming might of Nazi Germany
demonstrated. .So, again, when the Low Countries
showed a disposition to enter into trading agree-
ments with Britain designed to limit the export of
their produce to Germany, he determined to teach
them a lesson: though that was not the sole reason
for his stroke of May 10. He would show them that he
had a better weapon of compulsion than England3s
gold. He had guns and tanks and dive-bombers.
He did not ask for economic pacts; he went in
and seized what he wanted. So, too, one may sur-
mise, he was incensed beyond reason by the flights
of our audacious airmen into the heart of Germany,